
grew to become one of Amer-
ica’s preeminent African-
American religious organiza-
tion. 

The Convention is celebrating 
its legacy and history in 2017 
as the Convention turns 150 
years old.  Special events are 
planned throughout the year.  
The celebration began in Jan-
uary with the Annual MLK 
Memorial Banquet.  The cele-
bration will conclude the with 
2017 Annual Session in Octo-
ber. 

A special Anniversary Logo 
has been introduced for the 
celebration.  “GBSC 1.5:  

2017 marks the 150th Anniver-
sary of the founding of the Gen-
eral Baptist State Convention of 
North Carolina, Inc.  On Octo-
ber 18, 1867, a meeting was 
held at First African Baptist 
Church in Goldsboro which led 
to the establishing of the Gen-
eral Association for Colored 
Baptists of North Carolina.   

Two opposite forces contributed 
to the establishment of the Con-
vention.  First, there was the 
strong desire of recently freed 
persons to organize churches of 
their own.  Secondly, there was 
a strong push by white churches 
(in which the former slaves had 
been members) to exclude the 
former slaves in order to pre-
vent the possibility of the for-
mer slaves become socially 

equal to whites or ascending 
to leadership in the white 
churches. 

From 1865 to 1870, black 
Baptist Churches began to 
spring up all across the state.  
By 1871, the Convention re-
ported having eighty-eight 
ministers serving in Churches 
from Asheville to Edenton.  
By 1882, the Convention re-
ported having 95,000 mem-
bers, 800 churches, and 450 
ministers. 

From meager beginnings with 
a largely uneducated and des-
titute membership, the Gen-
eral Baptist State Convention 
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Christian Missions Measured 
in Centuries” is the motto for 
the Anniversary celebration.  
The “GBSC 1.5” tag is a 
reference to our having oper-
ated for 1.5 centuries.  The 
Anniversary Logo will ap-
pear on various materials 
throughout the Anniversary 
year. 

The next event in the year-
long celebration is the 2017 
Mid-Year Session on May 8-
10, 2017.  The Session will 
convene in Goldsboro, NC 
which is the site of the origi-
nal organizational meeting in 
1867.  A special commemo-
rative worship service will 
precede the Mid-Year Ses-
sion at First African Baptist 
Church in Goldsboro. 



General Baptist State Convention of North Carolina, Inc. 
THE BAPTIST HEADQUARTERS  — 603 South Wilmington Street — Raleigh, NC  27601-2338 

(919) 821-7466     FAX:  (919) 836-0061     E-mail:  GBSCgray@bellsouth.net 
Website:  GBSConline.org 

A special bulletin has been designed to cele-
brate the 150th Anniversary of the Convention.  
An attractive navy blue cover carries the 150th 
Anniversary logo and the back page describes 
our 1867 founding and our current objectives. 

Churches are asked to consider using this spe-
cial bulletin cover at some point before our 
October Annual Session.  It is hoped that the 
bulletin will inspire interest in the Convention 
by the laypersons attending worship in our 
churches.  Printed on a smooth, 32-pound white 
paper, the bulletin will make an attractive addi-
tion to any worship service. 

The bulletins will be distributed at the Mid-
Year Session in Goldsboro.  Each Church will 
be given 200 free bulletins.  Churches needing 
more than 200 can purchase additional bulletins 
at a cost of $5.00 per hundred.  Bulletins will 
be available for pickup during the Mid-Year 
Session while supplies last. 

 

Free Bulletins 

Avery Gift for Mid-Year Attendees 
President Nilous M. Avery, II wishes to make 
our upcoming gathering in Goldsboro to be an 
especially memorable event.  To that end, the 
President has directed that a “thank you” card 
and engraved key ring be given to each person 
who registers for the Mid-Year Session. 

“We can never forget,” says Dr. Avery, “that 
the people in our Convention have always 
been the keys to our success.  And this is one 
way for the Convention to say thank you to our 
supporters over the years.” 

The key ring is chrome in color and has been 

laser engraved with the 150th Anniversary 
Logo.  Also a silver antique skeleton key is on 
each key ring.  The skeleton key is a reminder 
that our people have been the key to our suc-
cess. 

The Presidential “Thank You” card has a full-
color wraparound photograph of the Baptist 
Headquarters building.  A personal message 
from the President is printed in each “thank 
you “ card. 

The Mid-Year Anniversary Gift will be in each 
registration bag for the first 800 registrants. 


